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Italy.    He did not fail to make the most of his victory,
which, however, to say the truth, led to nothing.

Our armies just now were, it must be admitted, in
by no means a good condition. The generals owed
their promotion to favour and fantasy. The King
thought he gave them capacity when he gave them
their patents. Under M. de Turenne the army had
afforded, as in a school, opportunities for young offi-
cers to learn the art of warfare, and to qualify them-
selves step by step to take command. They were
promoted as they showed signs of their capacity, and
gave proof of their talent. Now, however, it was very
different. Promotion was granted according to length
of service, thus rendering all application and diligence
unnecessary, except when M. de Louvois suggested to
the King such officers as he had private reasons for
being favourable to, and whose actions he could con-
trol. He persuaded the King that it was he himself
who ought to direct the armies from his cabinet. The
King, flattered by this, swallowed the bait, and Lou-
vois himself was thus enabled to govern in the name
of the King, to keep the generals in leading-strings,
and to fetter their every movement. In consequence
of the way in which promotions were made, the great-
est ignorance prevailed amongst all grades of officers.
None knew scarcely anything more than mere routine
duties, and sometimes not even so much as that. The
luxury which had inundated the army, too, where
everybody wished to live as delicately as at Paris,
hindered the general officers from associating with the
other officers, and in consequence from knowing and
appreciating them. As a matter of course, there were